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a b s t r a c t

Measurements of O3, NO, NO2, and NOy mixing ratios were carried out at a station-Dinghushan in
Guangdong province of China from Oct. 18th, 2008 to Nov. 7th, 2008. This research shows that under
conditions of a strong subtropical high (temperature high, relative humidity low), on Oct. 29th, 2008 the
Dinghushan station observed severe photochemical pollution. The Maximum hour average concentration
of O3 reached 128 ppbv, and the serious photochemical pollution is caused by superposition of local
photochemical reaction and regional transport. The observation that NOx ozone production efficiency
(OPE) values for high O3 pollution on Oct. 29e30th, 2008 were 10.5 and 15, which were more than the
values of the city source region and lower than that of the surrounding clean areas. It means the
sensitivity of O3 generated was transitioning from VOCs limited condition to NOx-limited regime. By
applying a Smog Production Model, the results show that the extent of reaction values less than 0.6 were
occurred on 17 days during campaign, and 13 days for the extents of reactions more than 0.6. However,
there were no data with values over 0.8, which indicates that the observation station represent a VOCs
sensitive system during campaign. Analysis of the extents of reactions and wind data show that the
pollution is mostly subject to a southeasterly airflow influence.

� 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

During the past 20 years, Guangdong province in south China
has undergone a rapid increase in economic development. The
number of automobiles increased from 1 to 5.4 million between
1995 and 2008. Due to the increasing industrial activities and the
number of automobiles, the emission of VOCs (volatile organic
compounds) and NOx ¼ (NO þ NO2) have show significant increase
in this region. It is well known that tropospheric ozone originates
mostly from the photochemical reactions of volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) [National
Research Council, 1991]. NOx plays the role of catalyst in the chain
reactions for ozone production. In addition, NOx is also one of the
major terminators of free radicals. The NOx emitted from fossil fuel
combustion has a lifetime of less than a day against oxidation to
HNO3 and peroxyacetylnitrate (PAN) (Raivonen et al., 2009; Penga
et al., 2006; Carl et al., 2001; Thomas et al., 2005; Guangfeng and
Jerome, 2004; Cassandra et al., 2006). It be referred to the sum of
All rights reserved.
NO, NO2, N2O5, HNO3, PAN, and other minor NOx oxidation
products as total reactive nitrogen (NOy). NOy also plays a central
role in the aeronomy of the atmosphere, in tropospheric pollution,
and in stratospheric ozone loss. Significant effort has been devoted
to accurate and comprehensive measurements of NOy and its
component species (Paul et al., 2008; Ariel et al., 2005; Zhang
et al., 2008; Moore et al., 2001). We also use NOz (NOyeNOx)
to analyze production of ozone for different role in chemistry
in paper.

In this study, we investigate the O3, NO, NO2, and NOy

measured in the Dinghushan in Pearl River Delta region between
October 18th and November 7th. The paper will be organized in
the following way. In Section 2, we will describe the instruments
and measurements, including the part of photolytic conversion of
NO2. In Section 3, the measured results are analyzed to study the
characterizations of ozone and the NOx, NOz and NOy pollutants
and chemical processes which control the O3 formation. Some
photochemical indictor ratios were calculated and the extent of
reaction in the SPM was estimated. The VOCs- or NOx sensitive
regime to the formation of ozone was identified in this region. In
Section 4,we formulate some conclusions and plans for further
studies.
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2. Methods

Dinghushan Forest Ecosystem Research Station, Chinese Academy
of Sciences (DFERS), also sometimes referred to as Dinghushan
BiosphereReserve, (112�3003900e112�3304100E, 23�0902100e23�1103000N)
is located in the mid-part of Guangdong Province in south China in
a northeastern suburb of Zhaoqing,w84 kmaway fromGuangzhou
(Fig. 1). It occupies 1133 km2, covered mostly by hills and valleys.
The altitude of the reserve ranges nearly from 100 to 700 m above
sea level, with the highest point (1000m) at Jilongshan (http://dhs.
scib.ac.in).

Ozone was measured using a commercial UV photometric
analyzer (Thermo Environmental Instruments (TEI) Inc.; Model 49i)
with a detection limit of 0.5 ppbv and a precision of 1 ppbv. For NO2
the most widely used method transform other nitrogen-containing
compounds such as HNO3, PAN, etc. Even low temperature catalytic
molybdenum converts to a considerable extent. In this research,
NO2 measurements methods using photolytic conversion of NO2 to
NO followed by NO/O3 chemiluminescence and UV differential
optical absorption spectroscopy. The PLC 860 was used which is
a photolysis converter Made by ECO PHYSICS, The PLC 860 enables
the measurement of NO2 at much lower concentration levels and is
far more selective than would be possible using other converters
based on chemical, thermal, or catalytic technology (Mannschreck1
et al., 2004). The NOy analyzer is based on the Thermo Model 42C
NOeNO2eNOx Trace Level Analyzer. The major difference is utili-
zation of an external molybdenum converter, which minimizes
sample transport distances, thereby allowing the NOy analyzer to
measure more compounds that would otherwise not be measured
by using an internal converter. An automatic meteorological
observation tower called Milos520 (Vaisala, Finland) is located at
the same site, and was used to observe atmospheric pressure,
temperature, relative humidity, dew point, and the speed and
direction of wind in the atmosphere at ground-level.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Overview of the time series

Fig. 2 shows the time series of O3, NO, NO2, and NOz mixing
ratios and meteorologic data for the campaign period. The data
Fig. 1. Sampling location in West of Gu
analysis in this study was based on the hourly averaged mixing
ratio of each species. To focus our discussion on the formation of
high-ozone events, we examine incidents with daily maximum 1-h
averaged [O3] greater than 100 ppbv. This level is roughly equiva-
lent to a China Class II standard (200 mg m�3) (Environmental Air
Quality Standard GB3095-1996, 2000 revised version).

According to the weather differences. The observation period is
divided into three stages.

In first stage, from October 18th to November 1st,the daily
variation of relative humidity and temperature were regularity and
average value were 70% and 26.2 �C respectively. According to the
report of China Meteorological Administration (CMA) (http://www.
cma.gov.cn), Dinghushan is characterized by a continuously strong
subtropical highwith reduced influence of air mass passing Nanling
Mountains from the north; the Guangdong province is not obvi-
ously affected by the cold air. So precipitation is low, temperatures
are high, and the air is dry. Under this condition the average daily
temperature (26.2 �C) is significantly higher than climatology
(24.0 �C) by 2.2�. Only on October 23rd , there was sporadic rain
observed, and the concentration of pollutants is significantly
reduced due to wash-out by precipitation. In most of time, [O3]
concentration may reach a high level when sky is clear and surface
wind speeds are small, which is attributed to the strong solar
radiation. This kind of weather has been found to facilitate ozone
production (Wang et al., 1998). So the daily maximum magnitude
becomes higher. While on October 29th ozone achieves the largest
average value of 128 ppbv (the following section will analyze the
case in detail), [NO] stays low, and there is weak peak traffic which
appears everyday. [NO2] does not reach high values with the rela-
tively slow changes. On October 29th a sharp sudden increasing
was occurred; and NOz have remarkable peak value of 15.3 ppbv on
October 28th.

During the second stage, from November 1st to November 9th,
the relative humidity is high (average value was 81%), with rela-
tive low temperature and weak solar radiation due to the rainfall
events occurred between November 1st to 6th, resulting in a small
daily variation of chemical compounds during that period.
Continuous overcast and rainy weather is not conducive to the
spread of a pollutant, while the O3 photochemical production
rates are low. Therefore, O3, NOz, and other photochemical
pollutants reach their lowest concentrations, while NO and NO2
angdong province south of China.

http://dhs.scib.ac.in
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Fig. 2. The time series mixing ratios of O3, NO, NO2, and NOz and meteorological data for the 2008 campaign period.
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have relative high concentrations when precipitation is low during
this period.

Then in the third stage, from November 9th to 18th, the value of
relative humidity and temperature decline obviously and daily
variation was significant, because of the strong solar radiation. A
strong ground-level cold air event on the afternoon of November
8th passes over the mountains from north to south Nanling and
impacts Guangdong province region. This is accompanied by
moderate rain, the region is affected and controlled by a cold ridge
of high pressure, and on the 9th there is substantially cold air. From
November 11th to 13th the cold high pressure begins to weaken,
and cold air mass gradually goes eastward, followed by a three-day
long control from a variable ridge. Strong cold air on the night of
17th has impacts on Guangdong province from north to south.
Later, the region is controlled by a cold ridge of high pressure. In
this period, concentrations of various pollutants are very low,
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for [NO] and [NO2] particularly. [O3] and [NOz] were background
concentrations of air mass that transport from the north. NOz is the
basic element of NOy. O3 has no significant daily change in the pre-
phase, but from November 11th onward there begins a steady
growth with strong regularity. And this continues for a week,
indicating the stability of the circulation pattern, which is in favor
of carrying out the photochemical reactions. But since it is the fall
season, with less other conditions conducive to the reactions, there
are no days exceeding the environmental standard. Therefore,
under the control of cold high pressure, the lower level atmosphere
shows no major changes in the weather situation. The temperature
is high (20.4 �C) and relative humidity is low (54.3%).

The data of NO, NO2, NOz and O3 have been regrouped into three
stages and averaged daily values are plotted in Fig. 3. It can be see
from Fig. 3 that the daily variations of [NO] were similar in all the
three stages with one single peak occurring at 0800 Local Standard
Time (LST). The second stage has maximal hour concentration of
4 ppbv. The behaviors of [NO2] in the first and the last stages were
similar with one peak in themorning (0900 LST) and another in the
afternoon (1800 LST). In the second stage, the bi-peak shape is not
clear, with maxima peak of 11 ppbv occurring at 1500 LST. [NOz]
show its maxima at 1400 to 1500 LST. A maximum [NOz] of 9 ppbv
is seen in the first stage. The daily [O3] reach its maxima at local
afternoon (1500 LST) with higher hour value of about 70 ppbv in
first and last stages. A relative lower maximum value of 35 ppbv is
seen in the second stage.

3.2. Episode (2008-10-29)

On October 29th, 2008, Dinghushan station observed a serious
photochemical pollution. The largest hourly mean [O3] reached
128 ppbv, beyond the China Class II standard about 28% (amean 1-h
value of 200 mg m�3 z 100 ppbv, from the Environmental Air
Quality Standard GB3095-1996, 2000 revised version). Pollutant
and meteorological data are analyzed as follow and plotted Fig. 4.
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Fig. 3. The daily variations of mean NO, NO2, NOz and O3 in the th
Before October 29th 0400 LST, there are not much of additional
input of NO to decrease [O3] in rural area in midnight, and ozone
that produced in daytime could be accumulated (Ariel et al., 2005),
at that time [NO2]and [NOz] decline slowly, and [NOz] was a domi-
nant factor in the decline. This is because of dry deposition at night,
after 0400LST, when [NO] and [NO2] started to increase rapidly, and
the sum of [NO2], [NO] and [NOz] increased to a maximum
(28.2 ppbv) at 1000 LST, [NO2] play a dominant role in it. At the
same time, [NO] started to rise from 0600LST and increased to
maximum (4.4 ppbv) at 0800LST, then [NO] maintained under
1 ppbv during the October 29th day.

The change of NO, NO2 and NOz in remote area is different from
that in urban areas in the morning, a stable boundary layer vertical
diffusion is weak, leading to the accumulation of nitrogen oxides
emitted in boundary layer. Therefore, the NO and NO2 concentra-
tions in the city would decrease rapidly because of the increase of
the height of boundary layer. Dinghushan belongs to remote
mountainous area, where is weak emission source in boundary
layer at night, and since the mixed layer was uplifted in the
morning, vertical mixture would take smoke plumes from the sky
to the ground to make the concentration of pollutants, such as NO2

and NOz, increase rapidly. From Fig. 4, the relative humidity was
dropped rapidly around Oct.29th 0700 LST shows that uplifted
vertical movement in different mixed layer changed property of
surface layer air mass.0700e0900 LST appeared quasi-static wind
conditions in 3 h, at the same time, the UV radiation became strong,
relative humidity began to decline that showed the exchange of
turbulence was enhanced, which are conducive to photochemical
reactions, therefore, [O3] started to increase rapidly, there was
a small amount of local traffic emissions NO input atmosphere at
0600 LST, and thus NO2, O3, NOz, began to rise overall later. Because
of the stable boundary layer, weak convection reduced the impor-
tation of precursor to produce a small peak that NO2 changed to
NOz at 0800 LST.Then the disturbance of weak surface wind
(0.5e1m s�1) from the NNEwas helpful to import the precursors to
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Fig. 4. Time series for the mixing ratios of NO, NO2, NOy, NOz, O3, and meteorological data during October 29e30th 2008.
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the system, and [NO2] reached their maxima at 1000 LST. Then the
photochemical reactions continued to be enhanced, and at 1500
LST the maximum of [O3] was achieved, with sum of [NO], [NO2]
and [NOz] reaching a second peak (24.9 ppbv) around 1500 LST,
which is due to a superposition effect of complete photochemical
reactivity, a continuous rise in oxidation products, the east/south-
east direction of the wind, a slight enhancement of wind speed,
a drop of [NO2], and a rise of [NOz]. The ratio of [NOz]/[NOy]
continued to increase from morning to noon and then into after-
noon, and it was consistent with the increase of [O3]. Meanwhile
the ratio of [NO2]/[Ox] significantly decreased from the maximum
of 80 percent to 6.8 percent. If the NOz species are the oxidation
products of NOx, the change of composition of NOy would show the
consumption of NOx due to production of NO3. [NO] stays below
1 ppbv the levels because far away from the zone of NO emission
origin and there are the titration effect of high [O3]. [NOz] at 1600
LST reached the maximum level (15.3 ppbv), and the UV radiation
begin to reduce after 1600 LST, accompanied by reduced photo-
chemical production.

In addition, the superposition effects of transport of the smoke
plume from the city and the local natural sources need be
considered. Urban air pollution transported to more remote areas
reaches the ground through the vertical mixing of the mixed
layers the next morning after emission. The VOCs are released
from rich vegetation in the forests where Observation located, and
play an important role in generating O3 (Chameides et al., 1988;
Lamb et al., 1987; Cardelino and Chameides, 1990). It is proven
that trees and shrubs can release a large number of isoprenes,
a pinene, b pinene, and so on. Different plants release different
types of VOCs, and in general, isoprene occupied more than 80
percent of the emissions total. VOCs from plant emissions are
more active than anthropogenic emissions, and rapid react with
OH could produce a series of photochemical products that could
affect NOx and O3.
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The changes of wind direction were consistent with the fluc-
tuations of air pollutants. Serious pollution of the air was related to
the southeastly winds, and the pollution days of high [O3]
(128 ppbv) had significant effects from the mountain valley breeze
such that the photochemical products were transported and
aggregated to the mountain areas in daytime, and then the direc-
tion of wind was changed, with the polluted air transported back in
the evening. Then air pollutants were accumulated in the stable
nighttime boundary layer so higher levels of [NO2] was 7 ppbv and
[NOy] was 129 ppbv were observed in the midnight periods on the
30th. At 0600 LST in the morning of the 30th, the wind direction
changed to the east again, which led to rapid buildup of NO2 and
NOz once more. Both reached maximum values (38.3 ppbv,
28.3 ppbv) at 1000 LST caused by convective transport of air
pollutants and the higher accumulation in the previous day. There
are precursors with higher concentrations, but the maximal of [O3]
reached 96.5 ppbv, which was lower than the previous day because
the solar radiation on that day were 35% lower than that on the
29th, which is due to the sporadic rain in this areas.

3.3. Ozone production efficiency

Ozone production efficiency (OPE) indicates the generated
number of O3 molecules by removal of a molecule of NOx in an
atmospheric photochemical reaction (Liu et al., 1987). NOx plays
a catalytic and circulating role in atmospheric photochemistry of
O3, but the NO2 in NOxwould be oxidized to HNO3 by OH andwould
be removed from the atmosphere through sedimentation. There-
fore, the concept of OPE (NOx) is a good indicator to assess sensi-
tiveness to NOx or VOCs that generate O3 and it can gauge the
generation of O3 and be the theoretical basis for a consumption
control strategy of O3. At the same time, because the OPE (NOx) not
only can be acquired by model calculation but also can be calcu-
lated by observational data, it can be a good indicator and also
verify model simulation results (Charles et al., 2009).

Analysis of OPE (NOx) can be directly measured by O3, NOx, and
NOy, and thus the formula establishes a viable method based on the
observations for calculating the ozone sensitivity to NOx. The
formulaic expression of OPE (NOx) hasmany various forms. Because
photolysis of NO2 during the day quickly produces O3, experimental
results show that there is a significant linear correlation between
O3 and NOy and between O3 and (NOyeNOx); here (NOyeNOx)
stands for the NOx oxidation products among them (definition:
NOyeNOx ¼ HNO3 þ HONO þ PAN þ other nitrogen oxides ¼ NOz),
and OPE (NOx) is defined as: OPE(NOx)x ¼ D(O3þNO2)/D
(NOyeNOx) ¼ D(Ox)/D(NOz) after improved (Nunnermacker et al.,
1998; Trainer et al., 1993).
a
y = 10.459x - 6.4869

R2 = 0.8923
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It is generally believed that the further oxidation of NOx results
in NOz, and NOz concentration should be increased along with the
production process of O3. OPE (NOx) for each day can be calculated
with the relationship of growth between [NOz] and [Ox]
(Ox ¼ O3þNO2) during the day. In this research, the O3 production
efficiency of NOx’s was decided by the relationship of [Ox] and [NOz]
within 0800e1400 LST. For example, in the high-ozone pollution
case on October 29th and 31st. Fig. 5a, b show scatter diagrams that
respectively indicate related changes of [Ox] and [NOz] on these two
days. Obviously, NOz and Ox have a consistent positive correlation.
Fig. 5a, b show the linear correlation between [Ox] and [NOz] on
October 29th, 30th. The slope represents that the average OPE
(NOx) were 10.46 and 15 ppbv/ppbv in these periods. There is
a clear change during the day. The values of OPE (NOx) were
comparable with other literature results (Roussel et al., 1996; Li
et al., 1997).

The range of reported OPE (NOx) values is quite large, through
the observations and simulated calculation for different regions by
scientists from different areas in recent years. Values from the
polluted areas average less than 10 (Berkowitz et al., 2004;
Carpenter et al., 2000) but in cleaner areas reaches more than
100 (Davis et al., 1996), and also vary because there are many
differences due to VOCs, NOx, atmospheric oxidation, temperature,
radiation, and other meteorological factors in different regions’
atmospheres. At the same time, a significant variation of OPE (NOx)
in different areas has also been shown in the process of trans-
porting polluted air masses. As an air mass photochemically ages,
NOx is continually oxidized to reduce it from the system, and VOCs
control is gradually shifted toward NOx control, which generates O3
in the air mass in polluted areas. OPE (NOx) here maintained
a growth trend, so [O3] rapidly rises in the smoke plume of the city,
which results in high [O3] pollution incidents which often occurred
in the large area dozens of kilometers leeward of the city. The
observation show that OPEs (NOx) of high O3 pollution for
these two polluted days were respectively 10.5 and 15, which are
more than that for city and lower than that for the clean area. The
sensitivity of O3 generated was transitioning from VOCs control to
NOx control, which is comparable to results from other studies
(Roussel et al., 1996; Li et al., 1997).

By the above slope calculation methods, we obtained OPE (NOx)
each day at 0800e1400 LST in the observation period, and extrac-
ted the general average of maximum [O3] in each hour. There is no
direct correlation between them, and this is because O3 can reach
its greatest concentration not only by production efficiency, but
also by the non-linear relationship with the concentration of its
precursors and the ratio, under the same conditions, the initial
concentration of the higher NOx and consumption of reaction cycle
b
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will lead to lower OPE (NOx). OPE (NOx) can be a feature from NOx

restriction to NOx saturation.
Sillman (1995) put forward a guiding value: if [O3]/[NOz] < 7, it

indicated that VOCs limit O3 chemistry production. In this study,
the OPE (NOx) was slightly larger than 10 in high O3 days, which
indicated that O3 production is a transitional state and tend to NOx

control in this region.

3.4. Others photochemical indicators
(NOx/NOy, NOz/NOy, and O3/NOx)

In addition to numerical models and the EKMA curve method,
photochemical indicator discrimination based on observations has
also beenwidely used. The principle is to evaluate the sensitivity of
O3 generation and observe the chemical properties of air masses by
treating the change of concentration ratio between O3 itself and its
precursors as the indicators, such as O3/NOy, Ox/NOy, NOz/NOy,
H2O2/(NOyeNOx) and HCHO/NOy, etc. (Sillman, 1995).

During campaign, as Fig. 6 shows, the low-NOz/NOy and high-
NOx/NOy periods occur almost every morning before 8 o’clock. This
means that at this time the atmosphere is in the state of pollutant
input, which is due to the mutual effects of the local traffic emis-
sions, convective flow in mixed layers, and NOz night elimination
settling. Between 8:00 and noontime, the NOz/NOy ratio increases
while the NOx/NOy ratio decreases. During this period, [O3] also
increases rapidly. From November 1st to November 6th, the NOx/
NOy ratio was always high, and there was no significant change in
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the day. We checked the meteorological data that there was
continuous rain fall during this period, and therefore, the fresh local
emissions of pollutants could not easily out and photochemical
reactions were weak. From November 8th to November 10th, the
NOz/NOy ratio was always high, and according to meteorological
data, there was a transit of continuous northly wind, which brought
about the comparatively aged air mass and the active precursors of
the lower concentration air mass, plus the favorable local diffusion
conditions which led to the insignificant diurnal variation in [O3]
over several days (see Fig. 7).

Therefore, the relevant indicators developed from the concen-
tration of NOy and NOz and the ratios NOx/NOy and NOz/NOy can be
used to analyze the simulation results to explore the role and
impact of O3 photochemical pollution in the transport process.

The interactions D(O3)/D(NOx) as a characterization of O3
generation and the elimination of NOx from the system show NO2
in the NOx pool will cycle in the photochemical reactions, and at the
same time react with VOCs free radicals to generate NOz and be
eliminated from the system. In the two high-ozone events 0900 LST
to 1300 LST in October 19th and 30th a scatter diagram correlation
analysis of the [O3] and [NOx] data show a linear relationship, Fig. 8
shows that these two days’ [O3] and [NOx] data showed a strong
negative correlation. R2 values reached 0.9879 and 0.994 respec-
tively, and the slopes were respectively �0.125 and �0.31. On
October 29th, although the maximum hourly mean [O3] was higher
than that on the 30th, the generation of O3 and the reduction of NOx

on the 30th was faster. It can be seen from the conclusions of
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Section 3.3, the OPE (NOx) value for the 30th was higher, which
means that the NOx generation of O3 was more efficient. But the
30th NOx was eliminated more and faster from the system.
However, the results are actually not contradictory. By analyzing
the OPE (NOx), we can see that on the 29th, the elimination path
way of NOx was through the reacting and generating NOz and then
proceeding to elimination by settlement, but on the 30th the
elimination process of NOx did not generate more NOz, which
means that NOx was eliminated before it participated in the
photochemical reactions. The meteorological data indicate that
therewas less radiation on the 30th and the turbulent diffusionwas
weaker than that on the 29th. Further, the surrounding weather
pattern featured light rain, so that the direct elimination ratio of
NOx was higher. Therefore, the non-linear relationship between
NOx and O3 also stems from the non-linear features of various
meteorological factors.

3.5. Smog production model

The Smog Production Model (SPM) is a semi-empirical formu-
lation, which is based on O3 and NOx to observe the degree of
photochemical reaction and decide which restricts O3 more,
between VOCs or NOx. It was firstly studied by the Graham Johnson
team in Australia (1984), and then by Blanchard et al. (1993); Chang
and Rudy (1993) who observed smog chamber data to amend
parameters of the basic assumptions in the SP algorithm to improve
the accuracy for forecasting ozone sensitivity (VOCs or NOx control).
In this study, the application of SPM is to assess sensitivity of O3
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qualitatively in the region and the effect of the relative trends
between VOCs and NOx control.

Explanations for the SPM results are that when reaction levels
are less than 0.6 it represents the system is strongly VOCs limited,
when reaction level is between 0.6 and 0.9, transition to NOx

control, and at reaction levels more than 0.9, it stands for strong
NOx control. In prior studies, NOx environmental monitoring by
standard equipment (to measure NO2 by the molybdenum
conversion method) generated great errors by the inclusion of
HNO3, PAN, and some NOx in the measured value. These measured
values not only capture molecules which are not NOx, but also
aren’t realistically NOy either. However, in this study, NO2 was
measured by light conversion to obtain precise NOx concentrations,
and thus more accurate decisions about control over ozone
production will be obtained with this method.

Through the calculation of average data of O3, NO, and NO2
per hour during daytime, time series of these parameters related
to reaction level and the value of [O3] were obtained together.
From Fig. 9, we can see that the parameters of reaction level
indicate values of less than 0.6 over 17 day, and reaction levels of
more than 0.6 occupied 13 days. However, there are zero days
with extent values more than 0.8, which shows the observation
station is not a NOx-sensitive system during the observation
period. The high-O3 event is a transition state from VOCs
sensitivity to NOx sensitivity on Oct. 29th, which is consistent
with the analysis result of OPE (NOx) in Section 3.3, which shows
that the generation of high-O3 was influenced by a city smog
plume. Through analysis of the extent of reaction and wind data
00:00
40-11-80

00:00
50-11-80

00:00
60-11-80

00:00
70-11-80

00:00
80-11-80

00:00
90-11-80

00:00
01-11-80

00:00
11-11-80

00:00
21-11-80

00:00
31-11-80

00:00
41-11-80

00:00
51-11-80

00:00
61-11-80

00:00
71-11-80

00:00
81-11-80

hh:mm LST)

0

0.3

0.6

0.9

ulavtnetxe
e

O3

extent

uring the 2008 campaign period.



0

90

180

270

360

00:21
62-01-80

00:31
62-01-80

00:41
62-01-80

00:51
62-01-80

00:31
72-01-80

00:41
92-01-80

00:51
92-01-80

00:61
92-01-80

00:31
13-01-80

00:41
13-01-80

00:51
13-01-80

00:21
01-11-80

00:31
01-11-80

00:41
01-11-80

00:51
01-11-80

00:61
01-11-80

00:31
31-11-80

00:41
31-11-80

00:51
31-11-80

00:31
41-11-80

00:41
41-11-80

00:41
51-11-80

00:51
51-11-80

00:41
61-11-80

00:51
61-11-80

00:31
71-11-80

00:41
71-11-80

00:51
71-11-80

Date (yy-mm-dd hh:mm LST)

(
noitcerid

dni
w

o
)

C

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

ulavtnecxe
e

wind direction extent

Fig. 10. Analysis of extent of reaction and wind data (when extent of reaction >0.6).

Y. Sun et al. / Atmospheric Environment 44 (2010) 2079e2088 2087
(Fig. 10), when extent of reaction is greater than 0.6, the wind
direction is generally southeastly. It implies the southeast winds
bring the photochemical aged air mass in the fall.

4. Conclusions

There are photochemical pollution episodes with high [O3]
(128 ppbv hourly) in Dinghushan area observed in autumn, when
the area is controlled by a strong subtropical high and when
temperature is high and relative humidity is low. The data show
a pollution episode caused by superposition of local photochemical
reactions and the regional transport.

The data show that OPE (NOx) of high O3 pollution during
observation period was slightly larger than 10, which is more than
in city and lower than remote clean. This indicates that the sensi-
tivity of O3 generatedwas based on a transition from a VOCs control
to a NOx control.

When there was a transit of continuous north wind, which
brought about the comparatively aged air mass, the active precur-
sors of the lower concentration air mass and the good local diffu-
sion conditions led to an insignificant diurnal variation and low
value ozone.

The SPM results also imply that the high-O3 event is a transition
state from VOCs sensitivity to NOx sensitivity, and the generation of
high-O3 was influenced by a city smog plume. It shows the
photochemical pollution at the observation station is mostly
subject to southeasterly air flow influence in the fall.
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