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A COMPREHENSIVE DISCUSSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Xia Hanping
(South China Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica, Guangzhou 510650)
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. Abstract

Sustainable development is one of the most important theories established in the 20th century. Although
different agencies or disciplines have different views on it, its principles have begun to be regarded as a guide
to development in the world. Sustainable development has profound connotation and abundant thoughts, in
which ecological principles are the most plentiful. To carry out sustainable development, at least 3 measures
should be taken: 1) to devote major efforts to developing education to enhance human qualities; 2) to conduct
scientific research on sustainable development; and 3) to develop science and technology vigorously. There
are several principles that should be followed to reach the aim of the realization of sustainable development.
For example, the relationship among population, resources, environment, and development should be
coordinated; and production and development should be instructed by new theories, new techniques, and new
methods. Over the past 20 years, China’s economy has been improved greatly, but its environment has become
increasingly deteriorated, and resources degraded. Since China has no longer resource superiority and
environmental capacity that developed countries ever had, so it can not take the route of “pollution first, then
purification” that most developed nations had ever taken. The only choice for China is to implement
sustainable development strategy,- which is prerequisite to China’s healthy development. China’s sustainable

development route must have its own features.



