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V itiver Grass—A n ldeal Plant for Soil and W ater Conservation

XiaH anping* AoH uixiu L iu Shizhong H eD aoquan

Abstract V etiver grass (V etiveria zizanioides) is an ideal hedgerow for il and
moisture conservation in the tropics and subtropics A part from its success as a system
of il conservation, this plant also has a multitude of other uses It can be used to
ameliorate polluted il and rehabilitate it. Its tender leaves are a good fodder for fish
and livestock, and its old leaves are able to be used as paper pulp, mulch, manure,
fuel, anmal bedding thatch, andmaking handicrafts, and <0 on The rootsof thisplant
are used to refine essence oil, and used asmedicine and pesticides V etiver has a broad
adgptability to ils and clmates It is cheap and easy to be planted, established and
maintained M oreover, the plant never becomes aw eed, and never greads diseasesor
pests V etiver grass has aw ide gpplication progect for il and w ater conservation and
for establishing complex eco-agriculture systam in the tropics and subtuopics of China,
egecialey in Guangdong

Keywords Vetiveria zizanioides, il and moisture conservation, hedgerow, plant
measure, the tropicsand subtropics
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