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Wild vetiver grass digtributed in China and its protection and taxonomic problemg XIA Harr Ping, AO Huk
Xiu

Abstract  Vetiver grass ( Vetiveria zizanioides) , a multi-purpose grass mainly for il and moisture conservar
tion and used as hedgerow , has been widdy disseminated and gpplied in the tropics and sub-tropics. China' s
domesticated vetiver was introduced from abroad in the 1950 s, while the distribution of the wild variety has
existed dl long in Guangdong and Hainan of China. An areaof yp to 6670 hectaresof natura vetiver commu
nity wasfound in Wuchuan County , Guangdong of China. Thistropical grasdand , however , has been severdy
destroyed due to the efectsof human activities and excessve utilization , which has been raidly dwinded over
the past 40 years. A proposa wasput forward in thispaper for protecting vetiver , as well as the wetland and
biodiverdty. Currently, dnce the taxonomic problem of the Vetiveria eciesis ill far from clarification , it is
difficult to confirm which gecies the wild form of vetiver in China bdongsto. Anyway , the goecimen study in
this pgper indicates that it is V. zizanioides, not V. nigritana or other gecies.
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Tablel Satigtics of five plots from the natura vetiver community in Wuchuan County (each square metre)
(November ,1957)
(cm)
(%) Mean height (%)
Fecies Tota number Cover-degree Frequency Biotype
Led layer Shoot
V. zizanioides 522 33 140 200 100 Dense herb
Hemarthria compress 1375 65 70 100 100 Cregping herb
Ischaemum aristatum 1 * 3 % 20 Dense herb
Tylophora 9. 25 * 60 / 80 Herbaceous liana
2.3 40
40 , 1997 5
, , 70% 80% 2 ,
10% 15% , 150 160 cm , 50% 60 %, 50
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COD COD 9%6% 98% 72% 91%
30% 81%86% 89% 82% 90%  92% 93% "
3.2
(Vetiveria) 1822 , 12
, (V. nigritana) ,
(8] , Hack 20
, V. zizanioides var. nigritana , V. nigritana
[4] [9]. JeF Vdd’
kamp ¢
, 3 , V. zizanioides, V. nigritan V. festucoides”
, DNA (RAPD)
1957 , V. zizanioides,
" , “ (V. nigritana)” (21.
, V. ni gritana[?’] : 4 50
1 (V. zizanioides) ,1 (V. zizan-
ioides var. chrysopognoides) , 2 Vetiveria 9. , V. nigri-
tana ,
) V.
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