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Fig.1 Rainfall distribution pattern by cancpy. A is for the larger wartershed,

B is for the small catchment
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Fig.2 Seasonal changes of rainfall and interception percentage in the two catchments
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Table 1 The models for interception by the canopy of lower subtropical evergreen broad-leaved forest
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Fig. 3 Seasonal dynamics of litterfall and water capacity
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Table 3 The monthly dynamic of water balance budget in the

lower suberopical evergreen broad-leaved forest in Dinghushan
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Ecohydrological Function of the Lower
Subtropical Forest Ecosystem

Huang Zhongliang Kong Guohui

(South China Institute of Botany ,Chinse Academy of Sciences,Guangzhou 510650)

ABSTRACT On the basis of 4 years of measurement and observation, this paper dealt with the ecohydrolog;
ical function and explored the characteristics of the lower evergreen broad-leaved forest in Dinghushan Bio-
sphere Reserve, which is the typical vegetation of lower subtropical. The results showed that the canopy in-
terception of the forest is high . and the interception is higher in dry season than in rainy season. The inter-
ception by litter is low but it plays an important role in water conservation and prevention of erosion through
reducing runoff. The soil interception and conservation capacity to rainfall in this forest are high and the
runoff is low. The evaporation rate is high. These reflects that the ecohydrological functions of the forest
have their characteristics,

Key words Lower subtropical,Forest,Ecohydrological function,Canopy interception.
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