MINUTES (draft)
The Business Meeting at the 7th International Conference of the International Long-Term Ecological Research East Asia-Pacific (ILTER-EAP) Regional Network
Kasetsart University Faculty of Forestry (KUFF) in Bangkok, Thailand 
21st November 2008

Present: Victor B. Amoroso (Philippines LTER), Somsy Gnophanxay (Lao LTER), Abdul Rahman Kassim (Malaysia LTER), Eun-Shik Kim (chair) & Young-Sun Kim (Korea LTER), Chau-Chin Lin, Shih-Chieh Chang & Hen-biau King (Taiwan Ecological Research Network, TERN), Nghuen Kim Loi (Vietnam LTER), Hideaki Shibata (Japan LTER, JaLTER), Damrong Sripraram & Yongyut Trisurat (THAI-LTER), Xiubo Yu & Shidong Zhao (Chinese Ecosystem Research Network, CERN).
Apologies were received from: Bazartseren Boldgiv (Mongolian LTER), Tim Clancy (Australia LTER), Byung Sun Ihm (Korea LTER), Nguyen Hoang Nghia (Vietnam LTER), Tohru Nakashizuka (JaLTER).

1.  Opening Remarks
Eun-Shik Kim, the new chair of the ILTER-EAP Regional Network, extended his warmest thanks to the delegate members of the ILTER-EAP Regional Network who wanted him to continue progress in making concrete collaborative results and lead the Network ahead of other Regional Networks as the past chairs, Hen-biau King and Shidong Zhao, did during the last decade.  He emphasized the need to develop a strategic plan for the Regional Network to follow through and the importance of adopting systematic approaches for cooperation within region and with ILTER Network for the advancement of the Networks.
2. Issues of Concern for Each Member Network and Discussion
Representatives of Member Networks presented the issues of concern for their LTER Networks. General discussion was extended.
3. Appointment of the Chair of Information Management Committee of the Regional Network
The Regional Network thanked the efforts of Chau-Chin Lin of TERN in promoting the regional activities of ecological information management and extended the invitation of him as the Chair of Information Management Committee of the Regional Network. He accepted the invitation to serve as the chair of the Committee.
4. Invitation of the Chair of Science Committee of the Regional Network
The Regional Network thanked the efforts of Xiubo Yu of CERN in promoting the science of ecology in the region and extended the invitation of him as the Chair of Science Committee of the Regional Network. While thanking the invitation, he wanted the Regional Network to give him some time to discuss the issue internally within CERN. (Action: Xiubo Yu of CERN will nominate the chair of Science Committee of the Regional Network from CERN and notify the Member Networks.).

5. Secretariat and Website Management
On the issue on management of secretariat and website, Eun-Shik Kim discussed the issue with Shidong Zhao, the immediate past chair. They expressed their views that it is necessary to shift the secretariat and manage the website under the responsibility of the new chair. While agreeing to host the secretariat and regional website under his responsibility in Korea LTER Network, Eun-Shik Kim asked Shidong Zhao and Xiubo Yu of CERN to transfer the information of current website, www.ilter-eap.org, to Eun-Shik Kim in order for him to successively reconstruct the website including such items as the domain name, address, data, etc. (Action: Shidong Zhao and Xiubo Yu of CERN will provide the information of current website, www.ilter-eap.org, including such items as the domain name, address, data, etc., to Eun-Shik Kim.)

6. Appointment of Advisors of the Regional Network
Eun-Shik Kim suggested the necessity for inviting Hen-biau King and Shidong Zhao, the past chairs of the Regional Network, as the advisors of the Network and having their contribution to promote the Network activity. This had received the support of Member Networks and both of them accepted the invitation.

7. JaLTER Initiative: Hosting the 2011 ILTER Coordinating Committee Meeting
Hideaki Shibata of JaLTER expressed the intention of JaLTER to host the 2011 ILTER Coordinating Committee Meeting to be held in Japan. ILTER-EAP Regional Network endorsed the decision of JaLTER. (Action: JaLTER will send the ILTER Executive Committee the letter of the intention to host the meeting in Japan in 2011 and Eun-Shik Kim will make the endorsement from the Regional Network official during the next teleconference meeting of ILTER Executive Committee to be held in December 2008.)
8. The 8th Conference of the Regional Network
After finding that there are no imminent intentions from the other Member Networks to host the next Conference of the regional Network, Eun-Shik Kim of Korea LTER Network expressed the intention to host the 8th Conference in conjunction with the 4th EAFES (East Asian Federation of Ecological Societies) Conference to be held in Korea in 2010. ILTER-EAP Regional Network endorsed the decision of Korea LTER. (Action: Korea LTER Network will present more detailed information on the conference at the ILTER Coordinating Committee Meeting to be held in Brisbane, Australia, 2009.)

9. Reaching out to Members of Member Networks
To reach out to individual members of Member Networks, Eun-Shik Kim suggested that he could send messages to individual members of the Member Networks if Member Networks cooperate in sending him the lists of e-mail addresses or the group e-mail lists. ILTER-EAP Regional Network agreed to send him the lists of e-mail addresses or the group e-mail lists. (Action: Member Networks will send Eun-Shik Kim the lists of e-mail addresses or the group e-mail lists of their members.)
10. Network Activities including Exchange Programs within the Regional Network

CERN delegates explained a preliminary plan to visit Vietnam LTER site in March 2009 and Chau-Chin Lin of TERN extended their proposition to promote the information management activities in Philippines LTER Network. Hideaki Shibata of JaLTER also explained some potential of exchange programs within the Regional Network. Eun-Shik Kim explained the potential for the ILTER-EAP Regional Network to join in the development of the Global Climate Change Adaptation Network as the ground facilities or regional centers, whose next meeting will be held in early February 2009 in Japan. ILTER-EAP Regional Network agreed to continue and promote the Network activities within the Regional Network

11. ILTER-EAP Regional Cooperative Research

Hen-biau King of TERN, the advisor of the Regional Network, emphasized the necessity to carry out cooperative researches within the Network and kindly volunteered to organize a regional cooperative research on leaf decomposition in the coming year. ILTER-EAP Regional Network agreed to support the Regional Network activity kindly initiated by Hen-biau King and the TERN. (Action: Hen-biau King will send the Member Networks the protocol and specific information in carrying out the project during December 2008.)

12. Concluding Remarks

Eun-Shik Kim warmly thanked and extended warmest congratulations to Yongyut Trisurat and Dean Damrong Sripraram of Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University and THAI-LTER, the representatives of Member Networks, and NECTEC of Thailand represented by Piyawut Srichaikul for their excellent coordination, cooperation, and sponsorship, respectively, in making successes of the FORTROP II (symposium III) and 7th EAP-ILTER Conference. He also extended warmest wishes to Shidong Zhao for his good health and soonest recovery who continued to serve for the advancement of LTER internationally as well as domestically.
(Summarized by Eun-Shik Kim)
