MINUTES (draft)

The Scientific Program Meeting at the 7th International Conference of the International Long-Term Ecological Research East Asia-Pacific (ILTER-EAP) Regional Network and International FORTROP  Conference
Kasetsart University Faculty of Forestry (KUFF) in Bangkok, Thailand 
18-21st November 2008

1. Background

During the 6th ILTER-EAP biennial meeting held in Kyoto, Japan in 2006, the representatives of Member Networks agreed that the 7th EAP-ILTER Conference shall take place in November, 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand, including a post-conference excursion to the experimental site in Chiang Mai. 

Dean of Kasetsart University Faculty of Forestry (KUFF) and Chair of Executive Thailand Long-term Ecological Research Network (THAI-LTER) accepted the invitation of to host the “7th East Asia-Pacific Regional International Long-term Ecological Research Meeting (7th EAP-ILTER Meeting)”. This meeting was held at Kasetsart University in Bangkok on November 20-21, 2008 in concurrent with the “FORTROP II  International Conference: Tropical Forestry Change in a Changing World (symposium III)” on 18-20th November 2008. Both conferences were supported by the National Electronics and Computers Technology Center (NECTEC) and Kasetsart University in Thailand.   
2. Scientific Program

The Scientific Program of the 7th EAP-ILTER meeting on Long-term Ecological Research Session (Symposium III) was designated as one of eleven symposia of the FORTROP II International Conference. The Symposium II contains six technical sessions, namely 1) land use change and its impact on ecosystem services, 2) tropical forest dynamics, 3) human disruption of biogeochemical cycles, 4) management of tropical forests, 5) status and threats to wildlife, and 6) special program on EAP-ILTER initiatives on climate change adaptation. There were three symposium keynote addresses, 19 technical oral presentations and five posters. More importantly, representatives of seven regional member networks and UK scientist delivered research findings on climate change adaptation in East Asia and Pacific. Presenters included Victor B. Amoroso (Philippines LTER), Eun-Shik Kim (Korea LTER), Shih-Chieh Chang (Taiwan Ecological Research Network, TERN), Nghuen Kim Loi (Vietnam LTER), Hideaki Shibata (Japan LTER, JaLTER), Yongyut Trisurat (THAI-LTER), Min Cao (Chinese Ecosystem Research Network, CERN), Paul Barber (Australia), and Alan Grainger (University of Leeds, UK).

Findings of each technical session are summarized in below table.

	Session
	Keynote
	Oral presentation
	Conclusion

	1. Land use change and its impact on ecosystem services
	International training in forest landscape restoration: Experience from EU-SEA cooperation by Olavi Luukennan from University of Helsinki in Finland


	3 papers
	Future ecological research is moving to wards ecosystem services. In addition, management of tropical forest should provide mutual benefits to multi-stake holders at all levels.

	2. Tropical forest dynamics
	Recent achievement and perspective of the ILTER network by Hen-biau King from Taiwan


	4 papers
	Long-term ecological research is of important to monitor changes, provide accurate data and provoke decision-makers to formulate effective measures to cope with global threats. The results of LTER across the EAP region confirms that climate change rapidly in recent years.

	3. Human disruption of biogeochemical cycles
	
	4
	Human is the main driver to ecosystem changes (structure and function). LTER in Chiangmai province indicated that agricultural encroachment causes significant impacts on water balance, surface water and ground water flow. It also creates human conflict on water consumption between upstream and down stream villages.

	4. Management of tropical forests
	Ecological information management system by Chau Chian Lin from Taiwan Forestry Research Institute
	4
	Ecological information management system is an important tool to document long-term ecological data for sharing and dissemination among regional network members, especially for cross boundary research agenda (climate change).

	5. Status and threats to wildlife
	
	4 papers
	Long-term wildlife monitoring revealed that population of all wildlife groups (mammals, birds, and insects) have declined and they are threatened by human pressures. Important pressures include habitat loss, habitat fragmentation and poaching.

	6. Special program on EAP-ILTER initiatives on climate change adaptation
	Modeling interactions between SE Asian forests and global climate change
	7 member networks
	See below


In addition, two formal presentations and three presentations by potential EAP-ILTER Regional member networks (Malaysia, Lao P.D.R., and Vietnam) were included before the Business Meeting on 21st November 2008. 

There were approximately 50 participants attending the symposium III from 12 countries. These countries included the Philippines, Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam, Japan, Thailand, China, Australia, Malaysia, Lao PDR, Finland, and UK.

3. Post-conference Excursion
Post-conference excursion to Chiangmai Province was arranged for interested participants on 22-23 November 2008. Participants visited two long-term ecological research sites, namely Kog Ma Watershed Research Station at Doi Suthep-Pui National Park and 15-ha permanent plot at Doi Inthanon National Park in Chiangmai Province. On-going research at Kog Ma Watershed Research Station focuses on carbon flux. The 15-ha permanent plot at Doi Inthanon National Park emphasizes on mountain forest dynamics and estimating wood volume. The third census will be carried out next year. In addition, participants also had opportunities to explore the Queen Sirikit’s Botanical Garden.   
Summarized by Yongyut Trisurat

